
  

 

“Sharing the Love of Jesus by Glorifying God and Extending His Kingdom” 

March 17, 2024 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
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Pastor Scott Lindner                                                   Telephone (813) 973-2211               
ps@discoveralc.com                         Office Open: 10-2 TU, TH 
29617 State Road 54                               10-3 WE, FR 
Wesley Chapel, FL 33543                       
            office@discoveralc.com       
        
Thank you for choosing to worship with us today. Your presence here means a lot to us 
and to God. We desire your experience to be spiritually enriching and fulfilling. Come 
celebrate with us each Sunday and discover God’s love.  
 

SERVICE TIMES 
 

9:30 A.M. TRADITONAL WORSHIP 
11:00  A.M.  CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP w/SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 
 

Masks are optional.  
 

Grape Juice and Gluten Free Wafers are available upon request.  

 
Watch us on the Livestream at: www.discoveralc.com  

 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
 
Preaching & Presiding    Pastor Scott Lindner  
Assisting Minister      Walt Frank  
Communion Assistants      
           
 Reader             

  
 Ushers        Rich Etringer, Roy Caffey  

                
         

 Keyboardist       Ken Hanks   
Contemporary Music Director   Brian Lindner  
      
 Celebration Choir Director     Sally Schaefer    

      
IT/ Live Stream       Scott Giesking  
Music Technician     Su Lindner  
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WELCOME 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
GATHERING HYMN: “Now the Green Blade Rises ”  ELW 379 

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death 
we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34  

The first reading is from the 31st Chapter of Jeremiah.   
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: 51:1-12 (Read Responsively) 
 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:1-10  

The second reading is from the 5th chapter of Hebrews.   
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the 
passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature 
children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great 
love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to 
come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we 
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life. 
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The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Gospel: John 12:20-33 
The Holy Gospel according to John the 12th Chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord  
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very 
truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me 
must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honor. 
 
 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 
29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 
31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 
32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said 
this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON  
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ANTHEM:    "Where Could I Go But to the Lord” - J.B. Coats 

    Walt Frank, Soloist 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who writes the law on our hearts, 

who draws all people together through Jesus. 

Amen. 

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 

we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 

and cannot break free. 

We hoard resources while our neighbors 

are hungry and cold. 

We speak in ways that silence others. 

We are silent when we should speak up. 

We keep score in our hearts. 

We let hurts grow into hatred. 

For all these things and for sins only you know, 

forgive us, Lord. 

Amen. 

Here is a flood of grace: 

Out of love for the whole world, 

God draws near to us, 

breaks every snare of sin, 

washes away our wrongs, 

and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-
being of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give thanks 
for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, and artists 
whose creative gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the rich and 
complex diversity of living things. Support local, national, and international efforts to 
protect the environment for future generations. Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 

God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who 
challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights, social 
justice, and the welfare of children (organizations may be named). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing 
estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Relieve all who 
live with chronic illness and pain (especially Patricia Marie, Connie Algire, Malane 
Bottles, Petra Chiaramonte, Maryanne Cromarty, Kay Edwards, Willie Escribano, Jeff 
Glawe, Mabello Jones, Franklin Kuzmenko, Sonny Lefstead, Guy Lynn, Jordy Lynn, 
Violet Moore, Ginny Morris, Bev Pearsall, Wilfredo Rivera, Lucy Rodriguez, Rueben 
Rymer, Viva Symonette, Barb Turner, Patti Wallace, Marcia Weil, Yvette Williams, Dee 
Mattew, Kathy Stripe, Sherl Lemke, Rev. Roger Lemke and those we name aloud or in 
our hearts). Protect and comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in 
institutions. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and presence 
in this congregation (specific ministries may be named). Move us to reach out to any 
who are homebound, lonely, grieving, in treatment, or ill. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us (especially Patrick, 
missionary to Ireland, whom we commemorate today). Grant us faith to trust in your 
everlasting love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Precious Lord, you make the renewal of our lives and loves possible through your grace. 
Be with those who are celebrating birthdays this week, Joyce Brown, Dawn Bruce, Vito 
Chiaramonte, Chase Etringer, Rory Etringer, Conni Kerrigan, Teresa Kuzmenko, Connie 
Meade, Viva Symonette, Madison Hodnett, Micki StraberAnd those celebrating 
anniversaries including Russ and Cassie Young and Brian Prince and Elizabeth Glidden. 
May they continue to know your joy and presence in all that the years may bring.  Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Loving and compassionate God, you walk with all of your beloved children, especially 
those in need. Bless the Caring and Sewing Day of Apostles Lutheran church in Brandon 
a day of sewing quilts for people in need all across the world. Bless Apostles and all the 
congregations of the Tampa Conference and the countless ways that you work through 
them reaching out into their communities and across the world that continually spread 
your love. Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The ministers make ready the bread and wine. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
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with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY HOLY HOLY 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
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and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
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LAMB OF GOD 

COMMUNION/ DISTRIBUTION   
 

COMMUNION HYMN: “Go to Dark Gethsemane ” ELW 347 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Generous God, 

at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 

As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 

now make us one loaf to feed the world; 

in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

Beloved, 

we are God’s own people, 

holy, washed, renewed. 

God bless you and keep you, 

shower you with mercy, 

fill you with courage, 

and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” ELW  324 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Remember the Poor.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS006247. 
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April 2024  Fishing Outing     details to follow at a later date 

April 27, 2024 Annual ALC Spring Concert @ 2pm 

June 17-21, 2024 VBS    (see Julie Kaufmann for more details) 

Oct. 19, 2024 Golf Outing Lake Bernadette $45 (See Jim Turner) 

Oct. 26, 2024  Trunk or Treat 5-7pm  details to follow at a later date 

ALL HANDS ON DECK 

Saturday, May 11th.  

 

ANNUAL LETTERS CARRIER DRIVE 

Donations arrive 1:00-6:30pm 

Mark Your Calendars, Details to follow. 

Any questions, See Carla. 



17 
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Caring Ministries provide CARE NOTES as pictured.                                                    

For anyone in the congregation, located on board next to office.   

Feel free to take any for yourself or to share with a friend. 

 

THIS WEEK YOUR HELPING HANDS FOOD PANTRY OF WESLEY CHAPEL 

HELPED  FAMILIES 678 & 2,405 INDIVIDUALS. 

*We need grocery bags/egg cartons! 

Non Perishable Donations Always Needed 

God Bless you all for your help! 

 

Dear Members of Atonement Lutheran Church… 

 

During the month of MARCH HHFP is in need of the following for our recipients, 

please include w/your donation.  Your support is greatly appreciated!! 

 

SCALLOPED POTATOES  

Atonement Lutheran Church    “TEAR OUT FORM” 

Nametag Order Form 

DATE:___________________________ 

Please PRINT name as you would like it to appear on the nametag: 

____________________________________________________________ 

Contact Information:  Phone _____________________________________ 

Payment:   $5.00—Cash or Check payable to ALC w/note in memo “Nametag”, please 

deposit form into the clear box labeled “Completed Nametag Order” located by 

CareNotes/Office Wall in Narthex. You will be called when Nametags are available and 

a payment of $5.00 can be made at that time as well. 



19 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Any Bulletin/Calendar/Prayer Requests updates need to be emailed to  

office@discoveralc.com by NOON every Wednesday. 

Don’t worry...if you send after the deadline we will place your ad in the following week 

bulletin/calendar.   

This includes ads, meetings, prayers, etc. 

PASTOR SCOTT 2024 SABBATICAL FUND 

LOVELY GREETING CARDS ARE BEING OFFERED BY THE “CARING 

MINISTRY TEAM” IN THE NARTHEX AFTER SERVICES. 

FEEL FREE TO TAKE THE CARDS YOU NEED AND PLEASE LEAVE A “THANK 

OFFERING” IN THE GLASS BOWL.   

THE DONATIONS RECEIVED WILL BE GIVEN TO THE 2024 SABBATICAL FUND 

FOR PASTOR SCOTT. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Monday—AA (FR)        7:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday—Boy Scouts Troop 2 (FR)            6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday—Food Pantry (Drive Thru)    8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Friday—Drive Thru Prayer      11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

Friday—Al-Anon (SS)        12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.  

Monthly 2nd Mon. Senior Meet & Greet (FR)   11:00 am.—1:00 p.m. 

Monthly 1st Wed. GFWC Woman’s Club (FR)   6:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 

Monthly 1st Saturday-Faith Formation Check Calendar 10:30 a.m. 

Monthly 2nd Saturday—WELCA (FR)    10:00 a.m.—Noon 

Monthly 3rd Saturday — Men’s Group Breakfast   10:00 a.m. — Noon  

Monthly 3rd Saturday—”Family Night”    6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. 

 

LENTEN Services:  3/20/24      7pm 

3/24/24 PALM SUNDAY 

3/28/24 MAUNDY THURSDAY     7pm 

3/29/24 GOOD FRIDAY     Stations of Cross Noon FR   &    Service 7pm 

3/31/24 EASTER SUNDAY 6:30am, 9:30 & 11—10am Easter Breakfast 10:30 Egg Hunt 

4/13/24 Seminar “RIC” Poised to Soar” w/Lunch FR 10am-2pm 

4/20/24 Men’s Group Breakfast @ Happy Hangar Cafe  10am 

4/20/24 Family Night FR      6-8pm 

4/20/24 Faith Formation SS      1pm 

4/27/24 Annual ALC SPRING CONCERT    2pm 

5/11/24 Annual Letters Carriers Drive  Details to follow     (Any questions, See Carla) 

5/18/24 Seminar “Faith Formation” w/Lunch FR  10am-2pm 

June 17-21, 2024   VBS    (see Julie Kaufmann for more details) 

6/19/24 Golf Outing    Lake Bernadette    $45    (See Jim Turner) 


